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A briefe Reply ta the Declaration ef the Houſe of Commont, 


\ V4 7} E baveread your Declaration, and have thought good to give 
Y; you this ſhort account of thoſe impreſſions that it hah Jeft 
with us. Wee hind it of that nature,that it would faine prowpt others 
to thinke more than it ſclte dares ſpeake or utter, and yet ſpeales niuch 
more than it proves. Lut though we ſhould take all inſinuations for atler- 
Lions, and all aſtertions for probations, we cannot fee how all together 
would be ſathcient to bring home the concinſions: neither that wh.ch is 
expreſly 1ct downe as the profefled drift of the whole Booke : uo! yet 
thole that 1t is farther to uther in ; The great finew of that Body : Ihe 
maive wheele or fpring of your Engine, which 1f any thing 81.4 doe 
your feat of di{-uniting the hearts of the Kingdome from his N.ajciiy, 
and juſtifying your profefled reje&ion of him, is that which concerneth 
the death of the late King. A matter iniecd of a very high nature; and 
though you are loth to expreſle your (elves therein, yet it is not hard te 
diſcerne what thoughts you would thereby commend unto us. But it you 
can clearly make good what you intend, why did you not ipeake it 
plainly ? If you cannot, why doe you gee about by malicieus art to in- 
{innate that which you are not able to make good ? Men that are under 
thepower of others, ule indeed ſometimes to ſpeake timorous verities: | 
But where men armed with greatnefle and ſtreneth, Ipeake tearcfully, 
there the Truth 1s 1n danger, 

Bnt doe you belecve,or can you thinke to p:r{wade us,that the honour 
of ſo great a King,or lus jult power and Rights, are to be laid under foot 
vpon {urmiſes ? upon quodlidetical] and uncertaine cenjetui es, whoſe 
grounds and foundations ate rather jn the conceits and appichenſions 
of men variable according to the varicty of their affetors, than inthe 
reality of things or aRtiovs ? When events arc liable to divers cauſcs, and 
thoſe that bave their refidence within the breaſts of men, to tixe them 
upen one Without any ſound rcaton for the choice, but becaulc it 
peares moſt ſerviceable to our purpoſes, is a fallacy of tos open a collu- 
{ion ; That we ſhould trult eur judgements with it in fo great a matter; 
and therefore {mcc you have proved nothing sgainft his Majcl:y, in that 
particular, WE cannot but ioferre, that all that vou wait c{evidence- 
againſt bim lyeth againit your ſelves, and doth cenvince you to have 
committed as high an offence agairlt the dvty of Subjects, as 2gainft the 
6andeur of Ciiltians, | 
A 2 As 


As for us, The pious life of his Majeſty ; His exemplary carriage in 
the whole demeanour of his life The quiet and undiſturbed temper of his 
mind, notwithſtanding the furly ſtormes wherewith he hath been at- 
tempted : His mercy toward others,even toward his ene mics,unlikely 
to conſiſt with ſuch horrid cruelty towards his owae fatherHis conſtancy 
and undauntedacile of fpirit i is ſafferings,together with his great and 
commemoradle patience;aſliltedwith the great improbability ofthe a4, 
as havinz in it too little an hire of advantage to procure the undertaking 
of 10 high an i:npjetie, as that which Drought a farre greater addition of 
burden than honour u2on his back ; The coalideration of the deare atſe- 
Aion between him aid his Royall Father, never 1I2terrupted by any di- 
ſtalte likely to liatch {uch a viper 1n fo novle a oreait, Theie and many 
more tozether, with the hiznett engagement of Chriſtian Caarity to our 
Kin2,as they doe bind us,aad even latorce us to a2hominate and abhorte 
the thought of thac thought, which you leemy to defire to infuſe into us, 
and to keep our brealts armea and geatdes!, however vou have or may 
diſarme us otherwiſe again{t any 1aftnuations 'uat may iead ustherunto: 
So when we conlider.the rules aud piattices of {ome Politicians, and 
the nature of mm, which ts obſerved to be ſuch, as it is apt to hate 
thoſe whoin they have wronged. and. to wrong them more ; when we 
con'ider what hath been done already, what 1s dayly done, and what 
it is ſome mens intereſt, as the worid judyeth of Intereſts to do: we 
cannot bat encline to adhere rather unto this choice, to beleceve it much 
more likely that ſuch a thing may be terged by fome againſt him, thai 
' that he could commit fſuci a thing agaioli his Farher without any ſuch 
inducements either of revenge or in:creſt; and where the guilt ot this 
isnow let the world judge,aid winch is the greater oifence of the two. 
But ſecondly, in cate 1t could ve pri,ved, and 1o fully, to demonttra- 
tively proved, as 1sTequiſite to overcome that large porcion of Charity 
which 1s due unto a King avoveallother lorts of men, and to him for 
ought we know avove ail other Kings, muc9 the morefor the lad con- 
dition wherein jou keepe him, 1o clearly as to be viRorions ove: fo 
- many and fo Afl waltve 1mprocavlities that prefen. themtelves tn 2: ray 
azainit it; we thould tadeed cyen tan admit {& with gorea: reluctaiicy, AS 
a truta tnat it might be rhoaata kind of imprtity tyunderttand ; wee 
jhoald then(wahen we mutt 1ieeds Jlooke 12013 1t-aS a fad aid Feat afflie 
(10M nato Oar Nation, and as- a {cat calle of hnm:liation ; 11-t of tri- 
umph or injulting) unto us, 1 a% 0d thouid ſuffer our kin; to tall :nto 
'uca a depth of impicty, toc tae jins of the Magzilt:ate as of the Nuno 
ite: 


ter, are uſuaily the judgements of the ooople for taeir ſins ; But yet 
neverthelefſe, we ſhould hold it our duty even in that caſe to cry out 
with the holy Prophet, cha 7.g. We will bears the ind; ignation of the 
Lord, becauſe we have ſinned againſt him, &c. And to {er cur ſelves to 
the: duties of Falting, and Prayers, and Teares for the lamentation and 
expiation of to horrid an 1N1quity from his Majeſtic and the Kingdome, 
But VIE coul4 not be per{waded that jt were a Chriſtian courte for us 
to in2Ke His in1Guity the countenance or excuſe of ours: or admit it as 
2 {uperſeccas or diſcharge of the bond ot our allegeance,thoughit ſhould 
render it indeed much diſcomtortable unto us ; for as a Child owes his 
R11all honour and DVEMEOEE ncttoa good Fat! her, but to a Father,be he 
Zc00 or bad ; fo Sub Jeds their « allegiance not toa gcod King. tut tothe 
King : and though wee deny not but Potentates may forfeir their 
Crownes | oy then 1Mmplcitcs, yet the holy Word of God leades us tooe- 
zeeve that none 15 thereby erablcd to take that forfeiture tut God ; 
Saul forfeited his Crowne by his Sactilegious intruſion into the Office 
and Fun&1en of the Prietitood, 1 $;#2,1; 8. &c. and doubled that 
forfeiture by his diſobedience unto the Command of God concerning 
Agag and the ſpoile, 1 Sam15.9. &c, And God both times proceeds 
to ſentence againſt him : tur yet none mull. take the forfeiture, nor put 
the Sentence in execution, till God himfelfe was: pleated to doit: And 
therefore notwithſtanding ail that, David dun{t not lift vp his hand 
2painſt him, 1 Sam. 24 & 26. David himſclte after vy ads.” though an 
holy man,yet was ſo far left unto himſclfe tor a time oy God,that he ell 
ito two bortid and nnworthy finnes 3 bafc 1 11 the eyes of men as well as 
hainous 10 the ſight of God : Firit, committing adultery wt! a Barhſhcba, 
at {uch a time when her hus>and whom he to vi ely Wrouw ed tnereiln, 
was imployed inthe hazarding of his life to doe his tet vice; and th ento 
cover that, treacherouſiy contriving.and piocuiing bis nurthers ang yet 
this Was NO good Pica tO Juitifie Alſalow or the ſonne of b:chr: in their 
rebellions : no nor yet Swe: in his toule-monthed rathng agzinſt him 
for it + But allof them were in their times overtaken With thei; re- 
wards:and David yet ended his dayes in peacc,oeing recorched to God 
by his r: pentance, Nero was as it were a Devill incainate,fo Fad,that 
his wickeduefle added glory :o the pertecutions of thoie that iuft red by 
him: And 7 ertallan ninth it as an argument tO Prov: :Ciittianncto 
aud; 00d, becaute Nero oppuled it;' He made 1t his ſport ro {oc ws owne 
3 mpeiall City {et on fire defore bis face: and thin whii: itc $24 done, 
caut.d it molt faiſly and molt w;c«cdly to be ;aid upon the Chulians, 


And 


And embrued his bands in the bloud of his owne Mother : and yet it is 
ooferved this very Nero was then Emperour and Governour of the Re- 
uwanes at that very time when Saint Pax wrote unto them to be ſubject 
unto the higher powers : and tels them withall, that whoever ref/ts (ball 
receive to himſclfe damnation Let not any thinke that in this we plead 
for the wicKeanefle of Kings: we are fo farre from it, that as we doc 
beleeve the {ame finnes to be more hainous in them then in other men, 
ad that their, very iniquities contract greatnefle from their greatnefle ; 
{o we Know and with they may alwayes remenider that their puniſh 
ments, if they take not heed, will keep the proportion to0, and prove 
that ſentence Canonicall, thongh it de written in the Apocrypha, chat 
great men ſka! be greatly tormentea , Sothat they (hall get nothing by 
their i1mounitie from men. Neither 1s 1t for their ſakes, but for others 
that they are fo priviiedzed 3 ror the preſervation of Government, 
which is the good of the people, 

Nor would we wiik any to imagine that we thinke theſe patternes of 
wickednes have any {uch paralells in his ſacred Majeſties ſtory, if it may 
be truly tet dowo.3s fome would perſwaae, but only to ſhew the unfor- 
Ciblenefle of fuca kind of deduAtens as our dayes have produced : and it 
it may veto prevent the lice hereafter. And to ſhew you here,that the 
Kings Right unto his Crowne and Government is entire agaialt all that 
you have fajd, though it could be made appeare (which God ferbid we 
ſhould imagine Jaad it fo, than taere is no ground for us either to with- 
draw our Allegiance from him:naor 1s there any juſtification to be found 
for your |trange, undutifull, and we thinke unpatterned refelutiens : 
Wuherein you that are ſubjeRs,and 1n the higheſt contiJeration ef your 
unlapled Bcing ; but the great Councell of the King have reſolved, not 
onl:; to make no more addrefles to him,vut to receive no Meſlages from 
him ; ſo that if ke ſhould happily learne {ſo much humility more oy his 
{uforings, as to petition you for food or raiment, or to oNtaine a Phyli- 
tix for his body, in cale of tickneſle, or a Divine for his foule in another 
caſe , or 1 any other way wherein the good of the Kingdome may be 
concerned never {o much ; yet like the Adder you have ttopt your eares 
again him, and forbidden all others under the danger of the penalties 
of Traitors (a ſtrange puniſhment for ſuch a linne) not to receive any 
Metffages from him,nor to make any unto him. 

As if to priſon your King, to baniſh Him jnto an Iſland, to Seque- 
{ter Him from the comforts of His Wife, His Children, His Friends, 
His Servants ; to deprive Him of the very meanes of His Salvation, 


by 


by denying Him the afliftance of His Chaplaines : as if all this and 
much more were nothing, unlefſe you did withall intedi& Him all 
Society of Mankind : The monſtrous injuſtice and cruelty where- 
of we may well wiſh had rather been found amongſt Turkes and 
Heathens than us : and grieve that it ſheuld pollute any Ctz :{: jan 
and Engliſh Story ; But that we may ſave you the labour ot |: ndy. 
ng, or tronolIing your ſelves overmuch abont the difpeſins of the 
Government of this Kingdeome ; we deſire you to remember, :hot 
whenloever, and by what meanes ſoever the Lord thall plczte ro. 
put a period unto the Raigne of His Majeſty, wearc {a mcieny 
inftruXed who it is that is imediately to ſucceed Him inthe Go- 
rernment ; ſince we have not yet forgotten by His Jong ans forced 
abſence, that we have a Noble Prince in the world,defcended from 
the Bloud,not enly of the Ancicnr Kings of thete Nations, jn fo 
continued and unqueltionable a deſcent, as is enough to ſtop the 
mouth of malice it ſeite ; but alſo from the Loines of many glori- 
ous Forraine Kings, whoſe Intereſt God defend we ſhould have 
any thought of violating, or conſenting with any that (hall at- 
tempt it: And whilſt it is fo, there is no imaginab'e Humane AR 
or accident that can put the Government of this Nation into your 
hands, or leave it to your diſpoſing. So that your cencluſions that 
you draw fo hard for, that you have even broken your Geeres, 
ftick (till inthe mire, and you are run away without them,gingling 
your Bells as if all were at your heeles : Weare ftill to ſecke for a 
ſound Reaſon why the King ſhould be ſecluded from his Govern- 
ment, or from the addrefles of a Parliament unto Him, whole ve- 
ry Eflence depends upen a correſpondence and Communion with 
Him, fince it 1s their very Parliamentary being to be His Coun- 
cellers; which cannot ſtand with a profeſſed interception of ad- 
drefles unto Him, and from Him ; nor yet if that were as you 
would have it, were we to expect a new way of Government or 
Severnours from you, And if the Gyant and the Aches of your 
Declaration, with all the allowances that can be admitted is ſo 
- weake, much lefle will your purpoſes find a Fortrefle in any thing 
elſe that you have faid, which for our ſelves we have no power 
to examine ; nor have we found truth and fidelity ſo conſtant a 
Companion with all things that have been averred with much con- 
Sdence in thelc times, as to depend in this upon bare averce- 


ments z; 


ſhoutd not be innocent, if to be accuſed wereto be-convicted 3 we 
hold it therefore moſt un ult and unreafonable for us to admit any 
of thoſe afperiions which you have Ja:id upon His Majeſty into our 
bo"iefe, Or tO mike any refuits at allupon them 1n the lcatt degree 
prejudicial to His Majeſtic in our opintons, untill we {hall fee as 
well what His Majeltie can anſwer, as what you have odjeted 

agai it Him; for fince it 1s Juitice not to bedeni d tothe meanedt 

or Su>jefts, nay, to tre greatelt flaves, that they have liverty to 

ineake for themſclves, vefore Judgement be given upon their accu- 

{ation 3 accordiog to that wite {ay 1ng of the heathen Poct ; 


Omni ftatuit aliquid, &'c. | 
Taat J adgetkat to both Parties dothan equall eare deny 
Mut ve unjut,althoug:ihe ſhould give where the rjght doth he. 


And if it were areaſonavle quettion that was moved by Nico- 
Jemzs inthe behalte of our Saviour, Fob 7, I. Doth our Law judve 
any LA be fore it heare him, and haow what he ſaith. It this ( wee 
ſay) ve the Privilege of Subjets, which they ought to receive at 
the Lripunails of the greatelt Kings and Magiltrates ; fith it hath 
pleated you to maxe the People of this Land fo farre the Judges 
betwixt His Majeltie and you, as you ſeeme to doin your decla» 
ration, although we diiclaime any fuch power over Him, and muſt 
averre that for truth which you account for State-hereſie it ſeemes : 
That 11:s Majeſtic owerh an acconat of His Alt ions to none but God 
alone, (25 unto Judges of them: But yet fince you will needs folli- 
cite our Jadgements herein we mult tell you that we holdit a 
thing againit all equity and right, for you to take the freedome to 
{lay what you pleaſe azainit His Majeſtic, and inthe meane time 
to keepe him inthat reftraint, that He can neither know what you 
have obje&ed, nor have liverty to make His Anſwer thereunto ; 
\We do therefore defire it of you in point of juitice to His Majeſtie, 
and in regard of fatisfaion to our {elves, that this Declaration of 
yours may be ſpeedily communicated to His Majeltie, and that He 
inay have tree liberty (with the helpe of ſuch Secretaries, and others 
that ſhall be neediull, to helpe His Memory, and to do Him other 
requiſite {ervice therein, ) to make what Anſwer He ſhail thinke 


fit 


ments; 63 ſatis eft arcnſaſſe, quis tandem innocens ? God himfelfe © 


 fittherevnto : and that the ſaid Anſwer may be as freely pub- 
liſhed and peruſed as this your Declaration. If you ſhall deny 
us this, we ſhall have ſo much the more reaſon to continu3 
and augment our ſuſpitions 3 That there was too much gall in 
that Inke that wrote thoſe lines which you have ſent abroad ; 
and that they are not of ſuch ſollid matter as to endure the ex- 
amination and triall of a jut Reply, and ſhall therefore en- 
deavour to banith all other impreſſions thereof irom us, but of 
hatred unto ſuch unrighteous praftiſes, and that which wee 
{hall now briefly {et downe : 

Firit, T hat we beleeve it not a thing impoſſible, nor a thing 
to be much wondred at by us, or toſtick by us in any great 
prejudice to His Majeſtie: That the ſad condition and mani - 
fold difiiculties wherewith His Majeſtie bath encountred 
through the miſcarriages of others, have found Him a Man : 
and taercfore (poſſioly} have driven bim ſometimes into ſome 

| refuges that were not fo proper for Him at other times, and in 
- another temper of things : as we have obſerved many miſcar- 
riages 1n others, no lefle temptations» Y 

2, That in the mannage of ſuch affaires which His Majeſty 
hath been put upon - and in fuch a crowd of ſuch an extraordi- 
nary and various exigents,-it was not alwaies polliole for His 
Majeſtic to do all things with His owne hand, or toexamine 
all things by His owne eye or judgement, that have paſſed as 
His Acts ; many things were neceſſary to be committed to the 
truſt of others ; and if perhaps any of them have failed there 
in, we dare not lay this to the charge of His Majeltie, = 

3. Therefore we conceive in all equity, that His Majeſtie 
ought not to be judged of by us or His People, by the paſſages 
that have fallen outin this diſtemper of His Raigne. As wee 
Judge not of the complexion of bodies in their diftempers,but 
in their naturall and healthfull conſtitutions ; and therefore we 
conceive allor the greateſt part that hath fallen out in this buſt 
nefle, though it did appeare(as it doth not,)oaght to have been 
left out of your Declaration, 


4- And then fourthly, we can remember and find ſv _iela be- 
; B fore. 


fore thefe times, that hath not been repaired abandantly, or 
fatisfied by His Majeſtie, that we can find nothing to reſt an 
evilltthought azainſt Him july thereupon. ; 
| 5: That we find inthe recolle&tjon unto our memories, of 
divers paſſages that have of late fallen from His Majeltie : That 
you have no ſuck cauſe as you pretend te complaine of His 
oaltrution of Peace : ſince wee have found Him willing as 
apozareth by His !ate Mefſages unto you :To facrifice all His 
owne power and greatneffe upon the matter, ( more for ought 
we find then ever any King yet offered) to thg Peace and pre- 
ſervation of us His People : And that the maine things that He 
ftands upon, are the Intereſt of His People in Religion and Li- 
berty, andthe Intereſt of His Sopne, and net His owns ; and 
we ſhould be moſt unthankfall ſhould we deſert Him for ſeek- 
ing to guard us in thoſe things which are ſo precious unto us. 
6. That we are upon good grounds ſo well perſwaded of 
His Majeſtie, that we doubt not but very much of what is 
charged againſt Him will fall ſhort of evidence - and are the 
iflues either of mis-information or mis-interpretation. 

And laſtly, we defire to let you know that our Allegiance 
1s yet unmoved Þy this battery : ſo farre that we do yet defire 
of you thereſtitution of our King, and that He may be admit» 
ted to n Perſonall Treaty, that we may enjoy againe the be- 
neſt of that happy Goverament which bath becn to preſpe- 
rous and comfortable unto uz; And that you will not te 
make g09d your owne ends aid purpoſes, expoſe us unto the 
hazard of another blondy Warre, leſt your ſelves be partakers 
of the evills tkcreof. Afſſuring you, that although we know 
not what God may. permit you to force us unto otherwiſe b 
that power which you have, with other colours and profef= 
ſions, gotten into your hands ; Yet in this we ſhall not faile by 
Gods kelpe; In endeavouring to preferve our Allegiance 
to His Majeſtie, and our fidelity te His Poſtericy after Him <- 
Deſiring oaly ta be reſolved of this one queſtion by you at the 
latter end ? Why the Houſe of Lords was waved in « matter 
of ſo great concernment to the Kingdome 7 © 

we 


We beſecech God of his infinite mercy to reſtore His Ma- 
jeſty in His good time from that ſad cſtate of afflition He is 
in,not only to the great hurt, bnt diſhonour alſo efthis Ne« 

tion; and that he will put ſome ſoftneſle into your 
hearts, that you may yet thinke npon thoſe 
courſes that maybe forthe preſervation 
of this poore abuſed and bleed- 
ing Kingdem,from an 
utter and finall 
deſtrudion, 


FINIS. 


